
GREATER MANCHESTER : TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE VOLUNTARY SECTOR
Brief for Specialist Support

A. SUMMARY
	Lead & Accountable Body for project
	GMCVO

	Lead and Accountable Body for Greater Manchester Technical Assistance programme
	Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA)

	Timescale
	1st October 2016 – 31st July 2018 

	Funding available
	£36,000 including 50% match provided by contractor
This is 80% ESF and 20% ERDF

	Evidence required
	Monthly reporting including auditable evidence of activities and time spent



DEADLINE TO RESPOND TO GMCVO: FRIDAY 23rd SEPTEMBER 2016
Successful tenderers will be informed by Tuesday 27th September.  Delivery plans will be negotiated and contracts issued by 30th September 2016

B. OUTLINE AND CONTEXT
The purpose of the Technical Assistance for the Voluntary Sector Project is to support the Greater Manchester voluntary sector to participate in the delivery of the Greater Manchester ESIF programme 2014-20. The current programme is to be delivered on a Greater Manchester LEP footprint.  The local context is therefore in some ways different from the previous programmes, and it is important to take account of local priorities and procurement methodologies.  However over-arching European regulations continue to apply.

GMCVO is seeking a sub-contractor with specialist knowledge of the European regulations, and experience of explaining technical and legal detail to frontline voluntary organisations. The provider will work in close collaboration with GMCVO, which has detailed knowledge of the locality and the local voluntary sector.

C. THE BRIEF
To provide specialist information, advice and training to voluntary organisations in Greater Manchester with reference to ESIF regulations and processes

· Advice for voluntary organisations on specific legal points especially re compliance and risk
· Provide general information through monthly updates and news flashes, relevant to Greater Manchester and the local voluntary sector. This would include national and European ESIF news.
· General support for GMCVO to advocate for the voluntary sector at strategic and operational levels
· Support for organisations requesting compliance assistance
· Participation in the delivery of a training programme through events, workshops and similar (to be agreed)

Based on a survey of voluntary organisations undertaken in 2015 (under the Big Lottery Preparation and Development Fund programme), voluntary organisations require training in the following:
· Diagnostic (understanding what you might be able to deliver)
· PQQ criteria (meeting and evidencing the quality and performance standards required)
· Pricing (understanding what it costs you to deliver outputs)
· Data collection and monitoring (ensuring you have the systems and culture required)

Timescale
Work should commence as soon as is practicable (exact start date to be agreed)

GMCVO reserves the right to negotiate modifications to the detail of delivery, to ensure the current needs of voluntary organisations continue to be met.



Funding
£36,000 over eighteen months, comprising £28,800 ESF and £7,200 ERDF, and including 50% match. The provider is required to bring 50% match, which must be evidenced through invoices, payslips / employment contracts and timesheets.

Evidence required
The provider will submit monthly claims based on time spent, along with evidence of match provided. The details and format of this will be based on the reporting required of GMCVO by the Greater Manchester ESIF programme. Payments will be made in good faith based on the claims submitted, but GMCVO reserves the right to reclaim any amounts subsequently deemed to be ineligible. 


D. RESPONDING TO THE BRIEF
Please respond by 12:00 (noon) Monday 26th September 2016.  Applications should be made by email to:-
Yvonne Fox-Burmby yvonne.fox-burmby@gmcvo.org.uk 

Alternative email louis.brooks@gmcvo.org.uk 

For queries about this brief please ring Yvonne Fox-Burmby on 0161 277 1025 or Alex Whinnom on 0161 277 1004 

[bookmark: _GoBack]If you experience any difficulties in submitting your application please call 0161 277 1032 before the extended deadline.

Applications to deliver should be on no more than two sides of A4, and should include the following information:-

1. Contact details, including a named person for correspondence.
2. Brief details of specialist knowledge of the European regulations
3. Brief evidence of experience of explaining technical and legal detail to frontline voluntary organisations.
4. Brief details of any previous similar work with Greater Manchester voluntary sector
5. Details of who will be responsible for delivery (named person(s))
6. Confirmation of ability to provide and evidence valid match funding as required.
7. The name and contact details of a referee who can vouch for the quality of your work
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