PRIOR INFORMATION NOTICE 
This notice is for prior information only

CONTRACTING AUTHORITY

NAME, ADDRESSES AND CONTACT POINT(S)

Department for Education

Address: 2 St. Paul’s Place, 125 Norfolk St, Sheffield
Contact: Social Work Reform
Post Code: S1 1FJ 
UNITED KINGDOM

E-mail: FastTrack.SOCIALWORK@education.gov.uk 

OBJECT OF THE CONTRACT
TITLE: Employment-based fast-track social work education.
MAIN CPV CODE: 
SHORT DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES (max 1000 characters):
The Department for Education will seek provision of initial qualifying social work education through an employment-based, fast-track route. The contractor will:

1. train 700 – 900 social workers through two cohorts, starting in 2020;


2. promote the programme to high performing graduates;


3. assess candidates so that trainees display the highest aptitude for child and family social work;

4. design and deliver training allowing accelerated qualification as a social worker and ultimately leading to a Masters degree;


5. deliver training and employment placements through partnership with English providers of statutory children’s social care services.

ESTIMATED VALUE: TBC
ADDITIONAL CPV CODES:

DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES (Maximum 4000 characters including spaces):
The contractor will:

1. promote the programme, attracting applications from high performing graduates with leadership potential who might not otherwise have considered a career in social work;


2. manage candidate assessment to ensure those entering the programme have the right skills, behaviours and resilience to succeed as child and family social workers;

3. design and deliver training, approved by the relevant regulator, such that participants will:


a. be embedded within a team delivering statutory child and family social work (ie, in roles involving work on s17 or s47 cases and  requiring case records to be updated by the student, under appropriate supervision) at an English local authority, or children’s trust that delivers services on behalf of a local authority;
 

b. gain a qualification sufficient for them to seek registration through an accelerated training route;


c. progress at the point of qualification to an ASYE (Assessed and Supported Year of Employment) social work role within the employer to which they are attached;


d. gain a Masters degree in social work on conclusion of the training.


4. secure and manage sufficient training and employment placements to support 700 – 900 trainees across two cohorts, starting in 2020 and 2021.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (max 400 characters):
The Department for Education will be running a supplier information day on Friday 27 April 2018 (11:00 – 15:00) at the Department for Education, Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London, SW1P 3BT in advance of issuing the formal contract notice.  

If you are interested in attending one of these events, please email FastTrack.SOCIALWORK@education.gov.uk
SCHEDULED DATE FOR PUBLICATION OF CONTRACT NOTICE:  
30 April 2018
START AND END DATES OF THE CONTRACT: 
Start date: 1 Nov 2018. End date would be dependent on course timings agreed with the contractor. 
The contract may include options to extend the contract for the delivery of one or two further cohorts.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (max 4000 characters):

