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Q1) What is the scope of the visual design? Appendix A suggests that you will provide us with the visual designs,Is this correct? or are we expected to put together the mock ups and then provide PSD's?

A1) In terms of visual design, we have been provided with general design templates from the EMODnet secretariat which contain html, css, and images necessary for design of the website’s header and footer. I can provide these on request for you to review, and they would be supplied as part of the contract. The header and footer is required to remain consistent across the EMODnet websites and therefore there should be relatively little design work needed for these two major areas.

The main content block in between the header and footer is not standardised between websites and as such there is some scope for styling and/or design in this area, but it should remain consistent in terms of fonts and colours with the general EMODnet styling, most of which should be covered in the style.css provided by the EMODnet secretariat (again which JNCC will supply). Some design examples are provided by the secretariat, though there is no requirement to use them verbatim. 

Banner images, favicon, and EMODnet seabed habitats logo can all be provided by JNCC.

Examples of EMODnet portals who have changed to the new visual identity can be found at EMODnet chemistry, biology and bathymetry.

As potentially novel styling is limited to the central area wouldn’t think that a large amount of design or general visual identity work is required. However, for any additional design work, these must be provided as html, css + javascript for implementation.

Q2) Are the timescales restrictive in that they have to meet a deadline for external reasons. Or are they guidelines based on a prediction of how long you think the project should take?  

A2) Regarding the conversion of the Alterian VB.net  plugins/coded pages into implemented Umbraco equivalents - out of the described pages in section 5.4 (Metadata search, confidence report, Download data, RSS feed), only the “Download data” page and RSS feeds are required to be fully implemented by the described restrictive deadline (April 2nd).

The other coded pages may be implemented after the April 2nd deadline.

Q3) Please could you confirm the budget for the project? Is the budget inclusive or exclusive of VAT?
        Do you require suppliers to provide a quote for hosting the live website?
        Is any content population or migration by the supplier required?
        If so, please can you give an indication of the volume and format of such content.

A3) The budget range is £25-30k  which would include VAT. We don't need a quote for hosting the live website and we don’t require suppliers to migrate the website contents

Q4) Section 6 of Annex A refers to "recreating this Flash based tool into a modern cross browser format".  Are you able to provide any further information on this requirement?

A4) We would like a cost effective solution, easy to use tool, that enables to assess confidence in habitat maps. We have a spreadsheet version of the same tool (http://www.emodnet-seabedhabitats.eu/default.aspx?page=1780), which could help coding the new tool, I suppose. We don’t mind which type of platform is used, as long as it replaces Flash (that I've been told is no longer supported) and works in Umbraco with different browsers.

Q5) Could you please provide us with with the css and java script for the designs?
A5) The HTML templates that were provided to us by the EMODnet secretariat can be downloaded from the following location:
https://jncc.iweb-storage.com/s/IjVhNzk2ZmIwNzM2ZTdkMGZhMDkzMzRiNCI.uOeJkCITAbkbhbAOvrSopKpl0dM

Please note that, as described below, only the header and footer must be used verbatim (apart from the necessary changes such as website title [EMODnet Portal] and tagline[Your gateway to marine data in Europe]). This is the what is shown in “index.html” within the zipfile.

The other html pages (list, detail, homepage) describe examples of a news list, news item, and homepage respectively, but our website does not necessarily have to strictly conform to these templates. 

Q6) Would it be possible to get access to the VB.net plugin or see the source code? This would be important for us to estimate the re-development.

A6) The VB.net solutions for the alterian plugins can be download from the following location:
https://jncc.iweb-storage.com/s/IjVhN2IzNzE1NzM2ZTdkMGZhMDkzYmVmNiI.S-PCU5St6cdP6c35C6cw5cg8H0w

Q7)) Could you be more specific about the scope of the design? Should the agency do the designs or do you have finished designs which need to be implemented?

A7) In terms of scope design, as above, we have been provided with html templates (comprising   html, bootstrap javascript files, css + images) by the EMODnet Secretariat.

 For design of the header and footer that should be present on each page, this is restrictive as the header and footer of each EMODnet portal must match that provided by the Secretariat in terms of style and layout (with minor content changes to correct the site name etc). For an example, in the zip file supplied above, the page “index.html” contains only the header and footer. 

Q8) In appendix A you talk about the style guide, could you provide it beforehand for us to have a look at it?
Regarding the style guide, you can download the HTML/CSS templates provided to us by the central EMODnet  secretariat and the (draft) style guide from the following link:
https://jncc.iweb-storage.com/s/IjVhNzlkNmU4NzM2ZTdkMGY5ZTFjMDIyYiI.L1f5Jcytvgzhdu9civAcL4pmY08


For the layout of the content area (between the header and footer), the design aspect is less restrictive. The css (style.css) as provided by EMODnet Secretariat should cover the basic styling (font, colours etc) of the pages, and this styling should be followed. We have also been provided with examples of homepage, newslist, and newsdetail within the package (bold indicates the appropriate html file), but these are suggestions/guidance rather than a set format. Therefore there is some scope, if needed or desired, for layout design within this content area. 

It should be noted that none of the other EMODnet portals are consistent in their content area, but retain a consistent header and footer. For example: EMODnet chemistry, biology and bathymetry.



