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Request for Information Autism/Asperger’s Diagnosis 



Project Brief



· To provide evidence based Autism/ASD diagnostic service led and undertaken by appropriately skilled professionals.  The service offer should be based on NICE guidelines  and best practice associated with ASD diagnosis, and adapt procedures  in relation to delivery and environment  as highlighted  in the following guidelines: ‘Autism: recognition, referral, diagnosis and management of adults on the autism spectrum  NICE guidelines 2012

Aims Of The Diagnostic Service

· Provision of easy access to a diagnostic appointments together with five post diagnostic appointments in which local appropriate services will be identified to provide support for the individual, with the aim of enabling them to seek or maintain education, employment, or independent living when-ever possible and ultimately enhancing  their quality of life.
  
Description of interventions/aims of the Diagnostic appointments/service:

If a diagnosis of Autism/Asperger’s is made these sessions would be structured as follows:
·  Work with the individual to help them understand the diagnosis and what it means to them. 


· When another service has referred the patient such as mental health or learning Disability teams there will be an expectation that there will be some collaborative working with the referring agency. 
· If other issues/problems are identified during the assessment or during the sessions following, there would be an expectation that the diagnostic service would provide a timely referral to the service required, in partnership with the individual and also the GP/referring agency.     
· When deemed appropriate provide time limited therapeutic interventions for individuals who do not present with other mental health/learning Disability co-morbidities.  There would be an expectation that patients with other co-morbidities would receive interventions and care coordination from Mental Health/LD services.   In exceptional circumstances it may be appropriate to work in conjunction with these services to ensure the individuals’ needs are met by the most appropriate service in relation to the ASD diagnosis. 
· Provide an initial report to the referring agency following the assessment which provides clarification of diagnosis status. Following a positive diagnosis a further more detailed report should be provided which highlights the work undertaken and referrals if any have been made by the diagnostic service. 







QuestionnaireProfessionals Requests that  



	
	Question 

	Response

	1
	What, if any, do you envisage to be the most significant local challenges in delivering the service as set out in the draft project brief?  And how would you consider this could be addressed?





	











	2
	How would you develop a robust clinical care pathway for this service? 



	












	3
	Do you anticipate any apparently ‘unforeseen’ consequences’ that implementing the Autism diagnosis service could impact upon the wider delivery of local health and/or social care services?
How would you propose that any such issues are addressed within the service model?


	

















	4
	Please add any additional information/ considerations you wish to share at this point

	














Contact Details


	Provider name

	

	Contact person

	

	Contact persons email and/or phone number
	




[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you - we appreciate your help and time to consider the documentation provided and to enter your views in this RFI. Should you have any queries regarding this document please contact Rachel Roocroft at the email below but also copy the email to Stephen Newton: stephen.newton@lancashirecsu.nhs.uk

Please send your response to be received by Monday 10th August 2015 by email to rachel.roocroft@lancashirecsu.nhs.uk
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