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Dear Sirs, 

Invitation to Tender Reference No. FTSD/HELSS0068

You are invited to tender for Technical Support to conduct Merlin Mk4 Def Stan 00-970 Compliance competition in accordance with the attached documentation
1. Submission of Tenders
1.1
Tenderers are requested to provide ONE priced and ONE unpriced hard copy tender to the Authority, to arrive by 16:00 hours on  Monday 12th December 2016.

The hard copy tenders should be addressed to:

Sue Burns, DESHels-Comrcl-CatProc-10@mod.uk
Building 100 Century House
Box 146
AgustaWestland Ltd
Lysander Road
YEOVIL
BA20 2YB

In addition, Tenderers are requested to provide priced and unpriced soft copies compatible with Microsoft 2010 to the Authority to arrive by 16:00 hours on Monday 12th December 2016.


DESHels-Comrcl-CatProc-10@mod.uk
1.2
To ensure that the contract meets the requirement your proposal should include;



i) a detailed approach to all Work Package deliverables;

ii) a detailed approach to meeting all Work Package;

iii) details the SQEP to be employed on the relevant Work Package

iv) Details the Technical Assurance process that will be applied;

  
v) Any assumptions, exclusions or dependencies.

2.
Clarification Questions

2.1
Clarification questions relating to this Tender should be directed to the Commercial Officer whose address is DESHels-Comrcl-CatProc-10@mod.uk.  Clarification questions must be submitted in writing and will be answered in writing. The Authority will endeavour to answer such questions within 2 working days wherever possible. All questions submitted will be forwarded anonymously, with the associated answers, to ALL tenderers. If unable to get hold of the Commercial Officer referred to above please email Danielle Cornick at



DESHels-Comrcl-CatProc-5@mod.uk. 


3.         Tender Validity
3.1
It is a Condition of this Invitation to Tender that the Winning Tenderer shall irrevocably hold his Tender open for acceptance for the period starting with the day on which the Authority announces its decision to award the Contract to the Winning Tenderer in accordance with the Tender and ending:

i. thirty (30) days later; or

ii. if legal proceedings challenging the award in favour of the Winning Tenderer are instituted prior to the entry into the contract, fourteen (14) days after the day on which such proceedings are finally determined.

3.2
In the event of such legal challenge, the Authority agrees to use all reasonable endeavours to expedite proceedings.

4.
Commencement of Work
4.1
The Contract shall be entered into upon receipt by the Authority of a signed copy of the FATS Schedule 3 Final Tasking Order Form which the Authority’s Commercial Officer will first sign and submit to the Winning Tenderer by post, facsimile or email, to the address notified to the Authority as the as the Winning Tenderer’s address.

4.2
The Contract shall come into existence in accordance with the Authority’s terms on the date that the Contractor signs and returns the FATS Schedule 3 Final Tasking Order Form.

4.3
The Authority will not be responsible in any way whatsoever

iii. for any work undertaken by a Tenderer; nor

iv. for any costs incurred by the Tenderer before the Contract comes into existence.

5. Conflict of Interest

5.1    You will note from the Invitation to Tender that Leonardo Helicopters UK is a key  Stakeholder in this requirement and will be providing the GFX. Should your Company be in direct competition to Leonardo Helicopters or if this poses any Conflict of Interest 

i. this will exclude you from competing for this requirement

ii. please note paragraphs 5.2 to 5.4 inclusive

5.2
MOD policy states that it is sometimes in the MOD’s wider business interests to allow suppliers to operate on both the client and supply side. Conflicts of Interest can occur outside of direct commercial relationships between MOD and its suppliers and therefore all personnel involved in acquisition (both Authority and Tenderer) should be familiar with Commercial Policy – Conflicts of Interest.

5.3 Accordingly, Tenderers shall immediately notify the Authority of any current or                                                                                   potential Conflicts of Interest relating to the requirement and shall give particulars of every instance.

5.4  Where the Authority permits the tenderer or any entity within the tenderer’s potential   supply chain or any entity providing advisory services to the tenderer or its potential supply chain to work on both the Client and Supply side, the Contractor shall, as a legally binding agreement or condition of contract, be required to:

a) Adopt a formally agreed, legally binding, Compliance Regime (CR) between the Authority and the Contractor. This shall include but not be limited to:

i. Manner of operation and management;

ii. Roles and responsibilities;

iii. Standards for integrity and fair dealing;

iv. Levels of access to and protection of competitors sensitive   information and Government Furnished Information;

v. Confidentiality / Non-disclosure agreements (e.g. DEFFORM 702);

vi. The Authority rights of audit;

vii. Physical and Managerial separation.

b) Identify potential or actual Conflicts of Interest.

c) Investigate breaches.

6.        Purchase to Payment (P2P)

6.1   In order to implement P2P, an Electronic Transactions Agreement (DEFFORM 30 (Edn. 01/07) will need to be entered into by the Authority and the Contractor before trading on P2P can take place. Wherever possible, versions of this agreement should be entered into at Company or Group level. Tenderers are to confirm their willingness to enter into the DEFFORM 30 agreement by signing the draft agreement at Annex A.

6.2 If a Tenderer is already connected to Defence Electronic Commerce Service     (DECS), confirmation is required that the capability will be maintained for the duration of any resultant Contract and, if appropriate, the Tenderer is to provide details of the DEFFORM 30 agreement extant with the MOD.

6.3 If a Tenderer is already connected to Defence Electronic Commerce Service (DECS), confirmation is required that the capability will be maintained for the duration of any resultant Contract and, if appropriate, the Tenderer is to provide details of the DEFFORM 30 agreement extant with the MOD.

6.4 If not already connected to DECS, Tenderers are to consult on connectivity options with the service provider Cap Gemini.  Information on DECS and P2P may be viewed at www.d2btrade.com.  

6.5 Even though P2P is not assessed against formally, it is mandatory that Tenderers should have the capacity to use P2P. If they are not P2P enabled then the Tender will not be included in the final bids. 

7.
Security


7.1
Tenderers are advised that the information connected with this ITT is OFFICIAL. The Authority will notify any change to the classification by the issue of a Security Aspects Letter (SAL).

7.2  As the Contract will require the work to be performed at MOD facilities and in this respect, personnel working on the Contract shall be cleared as an absolute minimum to the UK Security Check (SC) clearance, in accordance with the Security Policy Framework found at the following internet address.  

www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/resource-library/security-policy-framework
8.
Transparency

8.1
The Governments Transparency Agenda requires the Authority to publish the award of 

all FATS Contracts on Contracts Finder. Tenderers should note that the total value of the

contract must be published, but milestone payments will be redacted.

9. Tender Evaluation

9.1 Tenders will be assessed on the basis of the most economically advantageous offer to the Authority in terms of technical and commercial compliance, and price, using the marking scheme within Competitive Award Criteria and Weightings and the Price Score Matrix at Appendix 8.

Yours faithfully,
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Commercial Officer
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