[bookmark: _GoBack]The list below provides additional information in response to questions on the Appraisal of the modelling methodology for the long-term apprenticeship model contract.
Question 1: Are there any papers or documentation describing the modelling/analytical strategy employed at present?
Answer: We will provide detailed documentation describing the model’s approach, assumptions and calculations to the successful bidder.
The long-term apprenticeship model is an Excel based stock and flow model. The assumptions used in the model are informed through a combination of historic administrative data analysis (the Individualised Learner Record) and findings from qualitative research and surveys.
Question 2: What are DFE’s research tendering procedures and contracts terms and conditions:
Answer: Instructions about DFE’s tendering procedures are available on our website:
http://www.education.gov.uk/research/
The latest version of the Department’s terms and conditions is available on the link below:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/372538/Research_contract_terms_and_conditions_Nov_2014.pdf
Question 3: What outputs are produced by the model, who uses them and in what way?
Answer: The purpose of the model is to estimate future apprenticeship starts and costs for the period 2017-18 to 2020-21. The outputs are monthly profiles for number of starts and cost in both levy and no-levy paying employers, disaggregated by a number of factors: age, level, sector subject area.
The projections are mainly used internally for the purposes of informing apprenticeships funding policy and managing the financial risk across the DfE’s Apprenticeships participation budget: the model provides a central estimate of future starts and spending and is used to illustrate financial risks to the Apprenticeship budget and affordability.

